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GLOBAL
Pax Christi International elects new members
to the International Board
At the Annual General Membership (AGM)
meeting of Pax Christi International, five new
board members were elected to serve terms
on the International Board. The new board
members are Teresia Wamuyu Wachira
(Kenya), Franco Dinelli (Italy), Norbert Richter
(Germany), Elena Vilenskaya (Russian
Federation) and Archbishop Anthony
Ledesma (Philippines). Re-elected to the
board are Ann Farr (United Kingdom), Carmen
Artigas (Uruguay), Fr. Neles Tebay (West
Papua), and Rania Murra (Palestine)
In addition to the election of new board
members, the AGM also confirmed the
continued service of the current Executive
Committee, consisting of Co-Presidents
Bishop Kevin Dowling (South Africa) and
Marie Dennis (USA), and Treasurer Fr. Jan
Peters (the Netherlands). With this decision,
Pax Christi International continues to affirm
the value of a co-presidency that brings
together the gifts of a bishop and a lay
woman to leadership within the movement.
For short biographies of the new members
and the entire International Board, click here.
■

Board Meeting and AGM
From 22 to 25 June 2016, Pax Christi
International held its Board Meeting as well
as its Annual General Meeting (AGM), during
which sections from around the world
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gathered to share their work and to discuss
future plans for the Pax Christi movement,
and to thank José Henríquez for his service as
Secretary General. Topics ranged from
strategies for communication to efforts in
international advocacy to reports from
sections on the work they have
undertaken. In addition to the meetings, on
23 June, Pax Christi International invited its
members and friends to a reception to
inaugurate the new office. The evening
commenced with a welcome speech from the
Secretary General Greet Vanaerschot, during
which she noted the significance of the move
to a new office and then ushered guests on a
tour of the new offices in the renovated
building.
Click here to see photos from the meetings ■

Statement: Ceasefire in Colombia
Pax Christi International congratulates the
Colombian people for the historic agreement
on 25 June on the ceasefire and the laying
down of arms, established between the
Government of Colombia and the guerrilla
Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia
(FARC) in Havana, Cuba, on the 23rd of June
2016.
The Colombian people have suffered for more
than 50 years due to the armed conflict which
has had a violent impact mainly affecting
civilians (more than seven million victims,
including displaced people).
Colombia is faced with many challenges after
this event; the agreement is a step towards a
future “Final Peace Agreement” and the be-

ginning of a process of transition in Colombia
which needs the effort of the Catholic Church,
as well as other churches and civil society
organizations, to create a culture of peace
and, together with the Colombian Government and international cooperation, to
strengthen the capacities of Colombian men
and women to heal wounds, restore relations,
and build a reconciled nation based on ‘just
peace’ and sustainable development.
■

UN: Conference in Support of IsraeliPalestinian Peace
On 29 and 30 June 2016, Trevor Griffiths, Pax
Christi International’s delegate at the United
Nations (UN) in Geneva, attended the UN
International Conference in Support of IsraeliPalestinian Peace. “The conference, which
was attended by peace negotiators as well as
international experts from Israel, Palestine,
the UN, and civil society, discussed lessons
learned from past initiatives related to the
Israeli-Palestinian peace process, and
assessed recent initiatives by key actors”. It is
hoped that “the conference will promote a
discussion of new ideas for a lasting solution
to the conflict”. Read more here.
■

International Day
Peacekeepers

of

United

Nations

On 29 May 2016, Trevor Griffiths, Pax Christi
International’s representative to the UN at
Geneva,
attended
the
UN
event,
“International Day of United Nations
Peacekeepers”. The theme of the 2016
meeting was “Honouring our Heroes”. The
day offered participants the chance to “pay
3|Page

tribute to the professionalism, dedication and
courage of the peacekeepers serving in
difficult conditions […] and to the invaluable
contribution of peacekeepers; it honoured
the more than 3.400 peacekeepers who have
lost their lives since 1948, including 128 last
year.” Read more here.
■

AFRICA
Congo: 2016 Presidential Elections
In May 2016, Pax Christi Flanders’ Nadia Nsayi
visited the Democratic Republic of the Congo
(DRC), during which she spoke with
representatives of the political majority, the
opposition, EU, and UN about the presidential
elections–which in theory would have taken
place in November 2016. Now that the
elections are no longer feasible this year,
there is uncertainty surrounding the future of
the country. If President Joseph Kabila
decides to retain his position until the
election of a new president, he would lose
legitimacy and exacerbate the country’s
efforts to improve democracy, peace, and
development. Read the report in Dutch
here.■

Sudan: EU risks making the humanitarian
crisis worse
In its Sudan Alert, PAX Netherlands calls on
the EU and Germany to reconsider their
policies toward Sudan which currently
consists of “strengthening the position of the
regime in an attempt to reduce refugees from
Sudan; this will likely lead to more

humanitarian crises and yet more refugees.”
The EU is in the process of approving an aid
package to Sudan and seven other countries
in the Horn of Africa region, totalling €155
million, in an attempt to decrease the flow of
refugees to Europe. There is concern that this
aid will only strengthen the abusive Sudanese
regime. “PAX urges the EU to implement
policies that will lead to sustainable, long
term solutions to the conflict and the
displacement of people.” Read more here.■

Kenya: Training on women in leadership
At the end of June 2016, Peace Tree Network,
a Pax Christi International member
organisation in Kenya, conducted a training
on women in leadership. The training
revolved around the following themes:
democracy and challenges to change; women
in political participation; communication
skills; women in government; elections and
political parties. The objective was to provide
the necessary knowledge so as to increase
the number of women participating in the
political process in Kenya. Read more here. ■

brothers regarding their difficulty of being an
American Muslim today. “Many of them have
had to flee their homes in search of refuge
and even in the US they still live in fear of
what those in privileged positions might do or
say to them because of their religion.” The
declaration calls on Americans, especially
people of faith, to speak out and build
friendships with their Muslim neighbours.
Read more here. ■

Chile: Exhibition of historical archive from
military dictatorship
From 8-22 June 2016, Serpaj Chile, a Pax
Christi International member organisation,
presented an exhibition of historical archives
from the military dictatorship (1973-1990) as
a means to encourage the promotion and
defence of human rights. The exhibition, held
at the University of Valparaiso, was
comprised of photographs, slides, video and
audio from the period. The executive director
of Serpaj explained that the exhibition is
valuable in that it “reveals the history of a
country through distinct perspectives […],
which allows us to establish the groundwork
to strengthen the respect for democracy and
human rights.” Read more here in Spanish. ■

AMERICAS AND CARIBBEAN
Brazil: CPT reaffirms Laudato Si’
USA: Stop Islamophobia – defend the Muslim
community
On 3 June 2016, Pax Christi International and
Pax Christi USA signed a statement which
expresses a deep concern about the hateful
anti-Muslim rhetoric that is seeping into acts
of violence around the United States. It
reveals the plight of Muslim sisters and
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From 1–4 June 2016, Comissão Pastoral da
Terra (CPT), a member organisation of Pax
Christi International, attended a Brazilian
meeting of popular and social pastoral
movements in response to Pope Francis’s call
to dialogue with those who struggle for ‘land,
housing and work’. The attendees denounced
the concentrated use of pesticides and
opposed the government’s outsourcing of

jobs. They also reaffirmed the content of the
encyclical ‘Laudato Si’: “We are faced not
with two separate crises, one environmental
and the other social, but rather with one
complex crisis which is both social and
environmental.”
Read
more
in
Portuguese here. ■

ASIA - PACIFIC
New Zealand: Work to support refugees

in 2016; up until March only 187 of more than
25,000 humanitarian applications have been
processed. Fiona currently lives at Dalyston,
Australia. Her contact info is provided in the
Disarming
Times.
Contact pax@paxchristi.org.au to find out
how to sign up for the newsletter.
■

Sri Lanka: International Day in Support of the
Survivors of Torture

At the Annual General Membership meeting
of Pax Christi sections and member
organizations in 2016 June, Pax Christi
Aotearoa/New Zealand representatives Kevin
and Barbara McBride shared that currently
New Zealand only grants asylum to 750
refugees per year. Pax Christi Aotearoa/New
Zealand is part of a coordinated lobbying
effort to get the New Zealand government to
double that effort. Additionally many
members
of Pax
Christi Aotearoa/New
Zealand are offering their support to refugee
assistance groups. Read their 2016 AGM
report and check out their Facebook here. ■

On 24 June 2016, Human Rights Office Kandy,
a Pax Christi International member
organisation in Sri Lanka, held a public
gathering
and
an
exhibition
in
commemoration of the ‘International Day in
Support of the Survivors of Torture’. It also
had a signature campaign asking the Attorney
General to prosecute the torture perpetrators
as well as to activate the Torture Act no 22 of
1994. Read more and see pictures here. ■

Australia: Resettlement of Syrian refugees In
its Disarming Times, Pax Christi Australia
published a reflection from Fiona Hill who
lived on and off with a family in a Syrian
village for over 30 years where she was an
educational worker. Fiona writes about the
struggles that the inhabitants of the village
experienced. Her Syrian family (three men,
four women and nineteen children) has
resettled in Australia. Fiona supports Pax
Christi Australia’s demand to the Australian
government to accept 12,000 Syrian refugees

On 4 June 2016, Pax Christi Austria and Pax
Christi Italy set a sign at the Brenner Pass
against its closure with an ecumenical prayer
service under the motto “Build Bridges, not
Walls!” The Brenner Pass is one of the most
important connection points between
southern and northern Europe. The activists
pinned European passports on the border
fence with quotes from Pope Francis to show
solidarity with the refugees. The service
included bilingual prayers, as well as the
symbolic building of a stone bridge which
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EUROPE
Austria/Italy: Build bridges not walls

underlined the purpose of the meeting. Read
more in German or in Italian. ■

EU: Statement condemning new policies to
contain migration
Pax Christi International, along with over 120
other organisations, has co-signed the
statement, “NGOs strongly condemn new EU
policies to contain migration”, ahead of the
28-29 June 2016 European Council session.
The signatory NGOs “express their grave
concern about the direction the EU is taking
by making deterrence and return the main
objective of the Union's relationship with
third countries. […] We are disappointed to
see that once again the emphasis on
deterrence leaves no clear commitments to
open up safe and regular channels to Europe
for those in need of international protection
and for other migrants.”
■

ethical and security challenges and to
regulate the use of unmanned armed
systems.” Read more here. ■

More than a reminder – Relations between
Germany and Eastern Europe
Pax Christ Germany issued a press release on
22 June 2016 on the 75th anniversary of
Germany’s attack on the Soviet Union in
1941. One of the goals of the attack was to
fight
against
the
so-called
JewishBolshevik enemy. The Pax Christi section
urges that even though our perception of
Russia is currently being negatively influenced
by the conflict in Ukraine, old enemy patterns
should not be revived. The relationship
between Russia and the EU should be
improved, starting with an end to the
sanctions. The anniversary must be a wakeup
call rather than just a mere reminder of the
importance to continue with political
dialogue. Read more in German here.■

EFAD: Call to Action for Europe
On 29 June 2016, Open Society Foundations
and the European Forum on Armed Drones
(EFAD) held an event entitled, “Armed
Drones, Counter-Terrorism and Human
Rights: The Need for a European Voice”.
During the event EFAD launched its Call to
Action for Europe, which is supported by Pax
Christi International. The speakers, including
PAX
Netherland’s
Wim
Zwijnenburg,
“provide[d] first-hand insight into drone
operations and the impact of drone strikes.”
“With the surge in proliferation of this
technology – including among European
states – it is past time to discuss the legal,
6|Page

MIDDLE EAST
Gaza: Action Alert to end the blockade
On 15 June 2016, the Maryknoll Office for
Global Concerns, a Pax Christi International
member organisation in the United States,
sent out an action alert calling on the U.S.
Congress to end the Gaza blockade. Gaza has
been largely sealed off from the rest of the
world for almost a decade, which in turn has
deprived the ordinary people of Gaza the
opportunity to lead normal lives. Take action
and ask Congress to make a public statement
calling for an end to the Gaza blockade now,
to insist that Israeli security controls must not

deprive Palestinians of their human rights,
and to support U.S. funding for Gaza needs.
Read more and take action here.■

Syria: More than a million Syrians still under
siege
In the May 2016, second quarterly Siege
Watch, PAX Netherlands and the Syria
Institute report that the diplomatic efforts in
recent months have not had positive results.
Although there has been an increased effort
to provide aid to besieged areas, “they have
been
inconsistent,
insufficient,
and
unbalanced due to continuing access
restrictions, limiting their effectiveness.”
Furthermore, contrary to the UN’s report that
592.000 individuals are living in besieged
areas, according to Siege Watch that number
has reached 1.015.275. The deliberate
starving of civilians violates the Fourth
Geneva Convention, thus making it a war
crime. “Focus must remain on lifting the
sieges and ensuring the unrestricted
movement of civilians.” Read more here.■

ADVOCACY & CAMPAIGNING
Europe’s Vocation to Promote Peace in the
World The Commission of the Bishops’
Conferences of the European Community
(COMECE)
consulted
Pax
Christi
International’s Senior Policy Advisor, Fr. Paul
Lansu, in the drafting of the report, “Europe’s
Vocation To Promote Peace In The World”,
which was presented and published on 14
June 2016. It is hoped that the report will
“assist policy makers as they prepare the
recommendations on peace and security to
7|Page

the European Council next June.” It states
that “the European Union has not only a
historical and legal but also a moral
responsibility to contribute to building peace
in the world.” The European peace policy
should “promote pre-emptive peace and the
transformation of violent conflicts through
means of justice.” Read the report in English,
German, and French. ■

Stay Human Campaign
PAX Netherlands supports the “Stay Human”
campaign which was launched on 15 June
2016, as a means to give a voice to, as well as
to reinforce the views of, the majority of the
Dutch population surrounding the refugee
debate. PAX’s director Jan Gruiters states,
“Our focus is on the most vulnerable but also
on those who fear that the opportunities for a
good future for their children are being put
under pressure by the arrival of refugees.
These people cannot be dismissed as
xenophobic and racist, but their concerns
cannot be used as justification for turning
away refugees. We cannot forget their
situation nor the situation of the refugees.”
Read more here in Dutch about the
campaign. ■

HUMAN RIGHTS
USA: Act now! Temporary Protected Status
for Central American refugees
On 9 June 2016, Pax Christi USA and the
Maryknoll Office for Global Concerns, a Pax
Christi International member organisation in
the United States, sent a letter to President
Obama and Homeland Security Secretary Jeh

Johnson asking for “Temporary Protected
Status” (TPS) for people fleeing violence in El
Salvador, Guatemala and Honduras. The
letter states that “the United States has the
legal and moral responsibility to not return
children, families, and individuals that have
been subject to persecution to extremely
violent areas” and urges “the U.S. to respond
to this humanitarian crisis with fair and
humane solutions.” Read more here. Take
action here by sending your own letter to
President Obama in support of TPS. ■

Right to development & right to international
solidarity
Pax Christi International co-signed a joint oral
statement on the right to development as
well as on the right to international solidarity,
both of which were presented at the 32nd
Regular Session of the Human Rights Council
(13 June–1 July 2016). The first declaration
notes the existence of “great obstacles in the
realisation of the right to development due
mainly to the long-standing politicization […]
and encourages States to end the polarization
which characterised previous negotiations
and highlights.” The second statement states
that “there is a great need to move from the
principle of international solidarity towards
the recognition of the right of individuals and
peoples to international solidarity.”■

Haiti: UPR on human rights situation
Pax Christi International is one of the
Universal Periodic Review (UPR) submitters
on the human rights situation in Haiti. The
report will be cited at the 26th session of the
UPR working group in October. It gives
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recommendations to the Haitian government
on poverty eradication based on human
rights; environmental and human rights
protection in regard to mining projects;
decrease violence in the country; respect the
rights of people in custody; promoting the
right to education; and ensure that birth
registration is available for everyone to
exercise the right to an identity. Read the
report here in French.
More on this issue: The Commission
Episcopale Nationale Justice et Paix, a Pax
Christi International member organisation in
Haiti, published its 58th report concerning
violence in the metropolitan area of Port-auPrince. Read the report here in French and
Creole. ■
Act now! Honduras: Tell Congress to
suspend aid
On 15 June 2016, the Maryknoll Office for
Global Concerns, a Pax Christi International
member organisation in the United States,
urged everyone to join them in honouring
Berta Cáceres, who was murdered on 3
March 2016, by asking the U.S. Congress to
support H.R. 5474, the Berta Cáceres Human
Rights in Honduras Act. The bill seeks to “suspend U.S. security assistance with Honduras
until such time as human rights violations by
Honduran security forces cease and their perpetrators are brought to justice." You can
take action now by sending a letter to your
representative and your senators. Read more
here. ■

DISARMAMENT
Chain Reaction 2016
Pax Christi International supports Chain
Reaction, which is “a series non-violent
actions at nuclear-weapons and nucleardisarmament related sites and political offices
around the world from July 8 (20th
Anniversary of the World Court case against
nuclear
weapons)
until
October
2
(International Day for Nonviolence, Gandhi’s
birthday).” These events will allow civil
society organisations from all over the world
“to highlight the immorality and insecurity of
nuclear weapons and to oppose the
institutions and policies perpetuating the
nuclear arms race.” Chain Reaction will hold
actions at key locations to celebrate nuclear
abolition policies and support creative events
such as bike rides for peace, or ‘breaking the
chains’ of nuclear weapons. ■

UK: Actions against Trident
The
Network
of
Christian
Peace
Organisations, of which Pax Christi UK is a
member, issued a Trident Briefing to
encourage engagement in critical debate
about the Trident vote. “This year British MPs
will vote on whether or not to replace
Trident, the UK's nuclear weapons system, at
a cost of at least £205 billion.” The antinuclear event in February revealed the
growing discontent amongst the populace as
well as Parliament’s opposition of the
renewal of the nuclear weapons system. Pax
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Christi UK took part in a faith protest against
Trident on 27 June, and has organised a mass
lobby on 13 July, along with CND and 20 other
national organisations.■

Pax Christi Montreal ‘Call to Action’: Abolition
of nuclear weapons
On 20 May 2016, Pax Christi Montreal had its
Annual General Meeting during which it
endorsed a call to action directed to the
Government of Canada to play a more active
role in the abolition of nuclear weapons. The
call to action urges the government to
“sponsor a resolution in the 71st Session of
the UN General Assembly that seeks a
mandate to negotiate a comprehensive,
legally binding Convention that prohibits
nuclear weapons and requires their verifiable
elimination” as well as to “ensure that
participating states welcome and encourage
the input and engagement of civil society.”
Read the document here in English and
French. ■
PAX report: Worldwide Investments in
Cluster Munitions
On 16 June 2016, PAX Netherlands published a
report entitled, “Worldwide Investments in
Cluster Munitions: A shared responsibility”.
Over the past four years, 158 financial
institutions have invested $28 billion in
companies that produce cluster munitions. The
report states that although cluster munitions
are internationally prohibited under the
Convention on Cluster Munitions (CCM), they
have been used by the Saudi Arabian-led
coalition in Yemen. PAX’s Suzanne Oosterwijk
states, "No financial institution should want to
put money in companies that make cluster

munitions. These weapons maim and kill
indiscriminately – and their investments
support that these illegal weapons might show
up on the battlefield, putting civilian lives at
risk." Read more here in Dutch. ■

Environmental dimensions
conflicts and SDGs

of

armed

On 2 June 2016, Toxic Remnants of War
Network, of which PAX Netherlands is a
member, held a Green Room event. The
focus of the assembly was on addressing
the environmental dimensions of armed
conflict
to
achieve
sustainable
development goals. “Many of the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
are necessary for peace (SDG16) and, in
turn, peace is an enabling condition for
other SDGs.” It was designed to consider
the gaps in legal protection and
international assistance that should be
addressed
in
the
future.
The
presentations focused on the Ukrainian
conflict with respect to the key elements
of environmental rebuilding; the effects of
the Syrian conflict on the environment;
and the limitations of international legal
provisions to protect the environment.
Read more in English here. . ■

the German occupation of Poland; they were
hosted at a monastery near Mainz for one
week. Throughout the week more than 1.000
young adults met with the witnesses and
listened to their experiences – one of the
witnesses survived the concentration camp in
Potulice, which was a detention center for
children. Giebelmann thanked the guests for
their willingness to share their painful stories.
The witnesses’ goal is to raise awareness
about the dangers of political manipulation.
Read more in German here. ■

Italy: Non-violence at school
Pax Christi Italy supported a workshop on 18
and 19 June 2016 with the objective of
providing the participants with the knowledge
and necessary means to implement nonviolence in times of stress and unhappiness.
The workshop, which utilised active learning
techniques, consisted of non-violent training
exercises, moments of reflection, sharing of
experiences, and the theatre of the
oppressed. The workshop was intended
primarily for teachers and all individuals who
have educational responsibilities (parents,
voluntary
work,
NGOs
etc.).
Read
more here in Italian. ■

Austria: War in media – Media on war

PEACE SPIRITUALITY & PEACE
EDUCATION
Visit of Polish
occupation

witnesses

of

German

On 30 May 2016, Prelate Dietmar Giebelmann
from Pax Christi Germany’s office in Mainz
visited six Polish survivors who lived during
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Pax Christi Austria and the ‘Haus der
Begegnung’ held a lecture and discussion on
“War in media” on 16 June 2016 in Innsbruck
(Austria). During the first part the lecture
focused on the influence that media has in
shaping our understanding of war. A
comparison between historical reports on
wars showed the manipulative intentions

behind the stereotyping of the enemy and
how it has been disseminated throughout
society. Ongoing wars in Syria, Afghanistan,
Iraq and others were used as examples for
the current situation. The second part
focused on the homogenisation of war
reports, war propaganda and the influence of
social networks. Read more in German here.
■

Progressive Catholic groups publish “Pope
Francis” voter guide
By Anne Hendershott. The Catholic world
report. 17 June 2016

Toward a New Theology of Peace
By Terrence J. Rynne. Sojourners. July 2016

Nonviolence and Just Peace conference
More than a year in the making, the
Nonviolence and Just Peace conference, held
in Rome from April 11-13, 2016, brought
together more than 80 people for an
unprecedented gathering to discuss the
Catholic Church’s history of and commitment
to nonviolence. Access the documents and
videos from the conference here. ■

PAX CHRISTI INTERNATIONAL
IN THE MEDIA
Instruments of peace can become corroded
by divisiveness
By Maria-Pia Negro Chin. Catholic News
Service 22 June 2016

South Sudan’s bishops encourage a way
forward for war-torn nation
Catholic News Agency. Juba, South Sudan, 21
June 2016
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Vugt: People in the Christian community must
become like children
By Arnold Van Vugt. Sun. Star. 08 June 2016
Shining the spotlight on Syrians living under
siege
Vatican radio. 03 June 2016

■

RESOURCES FROM MEMBER
ORGANISATIONS














Pax Christi USA: Annual Report 2015
Life & Peace Institute: Reconciling the
irreconcilable? Peacebuilding &
humanitarianism (Horn of Africa
Bulletin March-April 2016, Vol 28
Issue 2)
International Peace Bureau: IPB World
Congress, Disarm! For a Climate of
Peace, May 2016
Pax Christi Wallonie-Bruxelles:
Colonisation belge : réécrire un passé
qui ne passe pas (analyses), May 2016
Anne-Claire Orban (Pax Christi
Wallonie-Bruxelles): Unifying project
for Sunnis and Shiites (audio
interview), May 2016
Pax Christi Wallonie-Bruxelles: Un
quotidien oublié : les chiites bruxellois
(analyses), May 2016
Pax Christi Italy: Mosaico di pace, May
2016
PAX: Iraq Alert III, 12 May 2016
■

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Online Volunteer Translators
Pax Christi International is looking for online
volunteers to translate and/or proofread its
monthly newsletter as well as occasional
advocacy documents and statements
pertaining to human rights, human security,
disarmament, demilitarization, just world
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order, religion and violent conflict, from/into:
English, French, German, Spanish, Italian,
Portuguese, Dutch, Russian, Arabic, etc. For
details, click here. ■

INTERNATIONAL CALENDAR
Click here to view the International Calendar
of upcoming events.
To unsubscribe from this list, contact:
hello@paxchristi.net.
To make a donation to
International please click here.
Find us on Facebook.
Follow us on Twitter. ■

Pax

Christi

